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Introduction 

This document excerpts sections dedicated to “anti-Semitism” in the 2016 Department of 

State Country Reports on Human Rights Practices. Instances of anti-Semitic discrimination, 

vandalism, harassment, violence, as well as government investigations and responses (such as 

anti-bias and tolerance programs) in over eighty countries are delineated to provide an 

illustrative overview of types of the anti-Semitic activity Jews currently face around the world. 

These abstracts also note the current Jewish populations in these countries, based on local 

estimates. 

The Country Reports on Human Rights Practices are submitted to the Congress by the 

Department of State in compliance with Sections 116(d) and 502B(b) of the Foreign Assistance 

Act of 1961 (FAA), as amended. The report represents events for the calendar year 2016 only. 

The Department of State prepared this report using information from U.S. embassies and 

consulates abroad, foreign government officials, nongovernmental and international 

organizations, and published reports. The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor 

(DRL), working with embassies abroad and offices within the Department, collects and 

corroborates information while drawing from a wide variety of reputable sources. 

The full 2016 U.S. Department of State Country Reports on Human Rights Practices can 

be accessed at https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document was created in March 2017 from the full 2016 U.S. Department of State Country 

Reports on Human Rights Practices. Any changes made to the full report after the March 2017 

date will not be included in the excerpts. Please visit state.gov/humanrightsreport/ for the full 

report. 

 

https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm
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Albania 

There were reportedly only a few hundred Jews living in the country. There were no reports of anti-
Semitic acts. 

Algeria 

Some religious leaders estimated that the country’s Jewish population numbered fewer than 200 
persons. Local Jewish community leaders estimated the number to be in the low hundreds. The 
media did not publish any known derogatory political cartoons or articles directed at the Jewish 
community, but observers found anti-Semitic postings on social media sites. 

Jewish leaders reported that the Jewish community faced unofficial, religion-based obstacles to 
government employment and administrative difficulties when working with government 
bureaucracy. 

In May a member of parliament affiliated with the Islamist Green Alliance criticized the government 
for granting a visa to an Israeli journalist accompanying the French prime minister on an April visit 
to Algeria. An Arabic-language newspaper wrote that the journalist had a “strong Jewish-sounding 
name” and stated that, in the member of parliament’s view, the government was normalizing 
relations with “Zionists who make France a door to infiltrate” Algeria. An online news outlet 
referred to the journalist as an “Israeli Jew” and stated that the visa allowed him to “strut in the 
streets of Algiers to meet whoever he wants.” 

Andorra 

Unofficial estimates placed the size of the Jewish community at approximately 100 persons. There 
were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

Argentina 

The Jewish community consists of approximately 250,000 persons. Sporadic acts of anti-Semitic 
discrimination and vandalism continued. The Delegation of Argentine Jewish Associations received 
complaints of anti-Semitism during the year. 

The most commonly reported anti-Semitic incidents were slurs posted on various websites, graffiti, 
verbal slurs, and the desecration of Jewish cemeteries. 

On July 5, unidentified individuals threw a plastic bottle filled with cement through the window of 
the Maccabi Jewish community center in Santa Fe Province. A note attached to the bottle read, 
“This is a warning, the next one will explode.” The note contained the logo of the Islamic State and 
the Arabic expression “Allahu Akbar (God is great).” 

On August 25, students from the Lanus Oeste German School of Buenos Aires engaged in a 
fistfight with Jewish students from the ORT School of Buenos Aires while both groups were at a 
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nightclub in the resort city of Bariloche. Some of the students from the German school, who 
deliberately provoked the brawl, wore Hitler mustaches and leather jackets with swastikas painted on 
them. The director of the German school apologized for the incident, disciplined the school’s 
students, and compelled them to visit the Buenos Aires Holocaust Museum together with the Jewish 
students. 

The investigation continued into the 1994 bombing of the Argentina Israelite Mutual Association 
(AMIA) community center in Buenos Aires that killed 85 persons. Interpol maintained Red Notices 
on four Iranians suspected in the bombing. 

The investigation into the death of Alberto Nisman, the special prosecutor in charge of the AMIA 
bombing investigation, continued without conclusion as to the motive for his death. In January 2015 
Nisman was found dead in his apartment from a gunshot wound to the head. Nisman was scheduled 
to testify the next day before a congressional committee concerning his allegations that then 
president Kirchner and associates conspired to convey impunity to the Iranians suspected of 
planning and executing the AMIA bombing. 

Hearings in the AMIA bombing cover-up trial, which accuses government and law enforcement 
officials and a leader of the country’s Jewish community of complicity and false testimony to cover 
up the 1994 AMIA bombing, continued during the year. 

Armenia 

Observers estimated the country’s Jewish population to be between 500 and 1,000 persons. There 
were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

Australia 

According to the 2011 census, the country’s Jewish community numbered 97,300 persons. During 
the 12-month period ending in September 2015, the nongovernmental Executive Council of 
Australian Jewry reported 190 anti-Semitic incidents logged by the council, Jewish community 
umbrella groups in each state, and the Australian Capital Territory, and community security groups. 
These incidents included vandalism, harassment, and physical and verbal assaults. In early April 
vandals spray-painted several swastikas on Marouba Synagogue in Sydney and on nearby bus stop 
signs. The synagogue’s Rabbi Friedman described the incident as “an assault against Jewish people 
and directed towards those in my community.” 

Austria 

According to figures compiled by the Austrian Jewish Community (AJC), there are between 12,000 
and 15,000 Jews in Austria, of whom an estimated 8,000 persons are members of the AJC. 

The NGO Forum against Anti-Semitism reported 465 anti-Semitic incidents during 2015. These 
included two physical assaults in addition to name calling, graffiti and defacement, threatening 
letters, dissemination of anti-Semitic writings, property damage, and vilifying letters and telephone 
calls. Of these, 205 cases of anti-Semitic internet postings were reported, more than double the 
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previous year’s number. The government provided protection to the AJC’s offices and other Jewish 
community institutions in the country, such as schools and museums. The AJC noted rising fears 
that increasing anti-Islamic activities by the extreme right would increase anti-Semitism, with the 
extreme right targeting both groups as religious minorities. They also reported increasing fears of 
anti-Semitic activity from Muslim refugees. 

In March the Vienna prosecutor’s office investigated an individual who had posted anti-Semitic 
messages at the Vienna Jewish Museum and other Jewish institutions. There were several cases of 
neo-Nazi-related vandalism and hate speech, including death threats and hate speech on the internet. 

School curricula included discussion of the Holocaust, the tenets of different religious groups, and 
advocacy of religious tolerance. The Education Ministry offered special teacher training seminars on 
Holocaust education and conducted training projects with the Anti-Defamation League. 

Azerbaijan 

The country’s Jewish community was estimated to be between 20,000 and 30,000 individuals. There 
were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

Bahrain 

According to community members, there were between 36 and 40 Jewish citizens (six families) in 
the country. Some anti-Jewish political commentary and editorial cartoons occasionally appeared in 
print and electronic media, usually linked to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, without government 
response. 

Belarus 

Jewish groups estimated that between 30,000 and 40,000 persons identified themselves as Jews. 
Most were not active religiously. 

Anti-Semitic incidents continued but were on the decline; authorities sporadically investigated 
reports of such acts. Jewish community and civil society activists expressed concern over the 
concept of a “greater Slavic union” that was popular among nationalist organizations, including the 
neo-Nazi group Russian National Unity, which remained active despite its official dissolution in 
2000. Neo-Nazis were widely believed to be behind anti-Semitic incidents across the country. Anti-
Semitic and Russian ultranationalist newspapers, literature, DVDs, and videotapes imported from 
Russia were widely available. The government did not promote antibias and tolerance education. 

On May 25, authorities in Valozhyn opened a criminal case to investigate vandalism of a memorial 
in honor of 800 local Jews killed in 1942 near the town of Ivianets. Part of the plaque was broken 
and a swastika was painted on the fence of the memorial. There were no reported developments in 
the case. 

On July 9, local Jewish community members reported that they saw yellow paint on sculptures at the 
Holocaust memorial called “Yama” (the Pit) dedicated to the Minsk ghetto victims. Authorities 
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opened an investigation after appeals from the National Union of Jewish Communities and 
Organizations, but no developments were reported. 

On September 21, the government signed a cultural heritage agreement that encourages efforts to “ 
preserve and protect certain cultural properties of all ethnic groups, including the victims of the Nazi 
genocide.” 

In November the country hosted the Conference of European Rabbis. The conference participants 
discussed cooperation on erecting monuments and other issues with senior officials, including the 
speaker of the upper chamber of the parliament and the plenipotentiary representative for religious 
and nationalities affairs. 

Local journalists and Jewish activists reported on November 19 that unidentified vandals sprayed 
black paint on a monument commemorating thousands of Jews who were killed by Nazis in the 
local ghetto during the Holocaust in Mahilyou. Police reportedly opened a criminal case and on 
November 22 detained four individuals, who reportedly expressed ultra-right Nazi ideas and 
belonged to a local skinhead group. Leaders of the local Jewish community cleaned the monument 
on November 20. The monument had also been defaced in 2012. The police did not convict anyone 
in 2012, claiming that someone spilled paint by accident. 

On November 30, local police in the city of Pinsk opened an investigation into vandalism of a 
memorial honoring Jewish and Roma victims of the Holocaust as well as commemorating killings of 
prisoners, partisans and underground fighters by the Nazis in 1941-44. Unidentified vandals painted 
a swastika on the plaque of the memorial, which was installed on the site of the former Jewish 
ghetto in central Pinsk. 

Belgium 

The country’s Jewish community was estimated at 40,000 persons. There were 570 reports of anti-
Semitic acts in 2015. Anti-Semitic acts included some physical attacks but consisted mainly of verbal 
harassment of Jews and vandalism of Jewish property. Online hate speech continued to be a 
problem. Jewish groups reported anti-Semitic statements and attitudes in the media and in schools, 
especially but not exclusively related to the government of Israel and the Holocaust. In one example, 
the mother of a 12-year-old boy filed a police complaint in June alleging anti-Semitic bullying at a 
school in the Brussels suburbs, including subjecting him to taunts referencing the Holocaust. 

The law prohibits public statements that incite national, racial, or religious hatred, including denial of 
the Holocaust. The government prosecuted and convicted individuals under this law (see section 
2.a.). The government also provided enhanced security at Jewish schools and places of worship. 

The Liege court was examining a Holocaust denial case in a francophone school. According to 
several students, a teacher reportedly mocked Hitler and denied the existence of concentration 
camps, claiming that the war was not Hitler’s but the Jews’ fault. He reportedly also said that the 
number of Jews who died during the war was not as high as the number of persons killed by 
Americans in Vietnam. A Verviers court sentenced the teacher in December 2015 to one month in 
prison (suspended sentence) and a 900 euro ($990) fine. The teacher appealed the ruling. 
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Bosnia and Herzegovina 

There were no reports of anti-Semitic violence against members of the Jewish community, which 
authorities estimated to number fewer than 1,000 persons. 

Brazil 

According to the Jewish Federation, there were approximately 120,000 Jewish citizens, of whom 
approximately 50,000 were in the state of Sao Paulo and 25,000 in Rio de Janeiro State. It is illegal to 
write, edit, publish, or sell books that promote anti-Semitism or racism. The law enables courts to 
fine or imprison anyone who displays, distributes, or broadcasts anti-Semitic materials and for those 
convicted mandates a two- to five-year prison term. 

Several leaders of the Jewish and interfaith communities stated overt anti-Semitism remained 
limited. According to local reports, Casa Mafalda, an autonomous space for culture and politics in 
the city of Sao Paulo, was targeted by a neo-Nazi group who painted a swastika on the entrance gate 
of the institution and wrote references to Hitler. Neo-Nazi groups operated in the southern states of 
Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and Parana. 

Bulgaria 

The 2011 census indicated there were 1,130 Jews living in the country. Local Jewish organizations 
estimated the actual number at 5,000. 

Anti-Semitic rhetoric continued to appear regularly on social networking sites and as comments 
under online media articles. Jewish organizations indicated that during the year there were no 
extreme acts of anti-Semitism but remained concerned over government inaction and political 
leaders’ passivity in addressing minor and symbolic acts. They complained that the relevant 
authorities stopped paying attention to fan groups’ displaying of Nazi symbols during soccer games 
or treated them as sports hooliganism instead of hate crimes. According to B’nai B’rith Bulgaria, 
there was pressure at high political levels to revise Holocaust history. Jewish organizations 
demanded an apology from Sega daily, which in September printed a page of Jewish humor that 
included offensive epithets and caricatures. Taking advantage of antirefugee attitudes, certain 
nationalist online outlets and paramilitary “migrant hunting” organizations spread allegations that 
the Jews were causing the refugee crisis. 

In February the mayor of Sofia declined to approve a rally in honor of a World War II general, 
Hristo Lukov, known for his anti-Semitic views and pro-Nazi activities. While the decision did not 
stop the event, it did limit its attendance and scope. 

On October 4, Dyanko Markov brought a lawsuit against journalist Yuliana Metodieva of the online 
human rights platform Marginalia after she described him as a “prominent anti-Semite” in her article, 
“Careful with Anti-Semites, They Can Sue You.” In February the Sofia City Court terminated a 
defamation suit filed in 2015 by Markov against the editorial staff and oversight council members 
of Marginalia. Marginalia had posted a declaration reacting to an invitation by “anti-Semitic Markov” 
to a European Parliament event showcasing him as “an unbreakable spirit” that opposed 
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communism. According to the journalists, Markov was a member of the anti-Semitic organization 
Union of Bulgarian National Legions that supported the deportation of Jews during World War II. 

Canada 

Approximately 1 percent of the population is Jewish. 

The B’nai Brith Canada League for Human Rights received 1,277 reports of anti-Semitic incidents in 
2015, down 22 percent from 2014. More than half of the reports (914) came from the province of 
Ontario. Reports in 2015 included harassment (1,123 incidents, a decrease); vandalism, including 
graffiti; attacks on synagogues, private homes, community centers and property and desecration of 
cemeteries (136 incidents, a decrease); and violence against persons (10 incidents, a decrease). Some 
university students reported anti-Semitic attacks on campus. For example, in March unknown 
vandals painted graffiti in a bathroom at York University’s Keele Campus. 

Chile 

The Jewish community numbered approximately 20,500. Jewish community leaders reported 
concern over the tone of social media postings which they perceived as threatening, although the 
commentary primarily referenced frustration with policies of the State of Israel and did not 
specifically mention either the Jewish people or Chilean Jews. 

On August 18, the Palestinian Federation of Chile (FPDC) published on its Facebook site a cartoon 
depicting a figure smoking a missile cigar and sitting on a Star of David, the bottom point of which 
is sticking into the back of a dead Palestinian baby, as part of an article protesting the policies of the 
State of Israel. Following the September 28 death of former Israeli president Shimon Peres, the 
FPDC labeled him a “war criminal” on its official Twitter account. 

China (includes Tibet, Hong Kong, and Macau) 

The government does not recognize Judaism as an ethnicity or religion. According to information 
from the Jewish Virtual Library, the country’s Jewish population was 2,500 in 2014. In September 
the New York Times reported that members of the Kaifeng Jewish community in Henan Province 
came under pressure from authorities. Approximately 1,000 Kaifeng citizens claimed Jewish 
ancestry. Media reports stated that authorities forced the only Jewish learning center in the 
community to shut down. 

Hong Kong : The Jewish community numbered 5,000 to 6,000 persons and reported few acts of anti-
Semitism during the year. There were concerns within the Jewish community about some religious 
rhetoric heard from the otherwise moderate Muslim community. 
Macau: The Jewish population was extremely small. There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 
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Croatia 

According to the Coordination of Jewish Communities in Croatia, the country’s Jewish community 
numbered between 2,000 and 2,500 persons. Jewish community leaders reported increased anti-
Semitism during the year. 

In March spectators chanted slogans associated with the Nazi-aligned WWII-era Ustasha regime 
during a soccer match between Croatia and Israel. Prior to the match, President Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovic posted a call in Facebook for spectators to “show that we are fans who love our team but 
respect others, and say no to racism.” 

On April 22, government ministers attended the annual official commemoration at the site of the 
World War II-era Jasenovac death camp. Before of the event, Jewish and Serbian leaders announced 
they would not participate. The president of the Coordinating Committee of the Jewish 
Communities stated his group boycotted because the government was “downplaying the crimes 
committed” by the Ustasha regime. The Jewish community held a separate commemoration at the 
site, and representatives of Serbian organizations and the anti-fascists’ league also held separate 
commemorations. President Grabar-Kitarovic met with the representatives of Jewish, Serbian, and 
Romani communities to hear their concerns, and Prime Minister Tihomir Oreskovic issued a 
statement condemning the Ustasha’s crimes. 

Cyprus 

There were approximately 3,000 persons in the Jewish community, which consisted of a very small 
number of native Jewish Cypriots and a greater number of expatriate Israeli, British, and other Jews. 

There were reports of verbal harassment of members of the Jewish community along with incidents 
of property damage. 

Area Administered by Turkish Cypriots: The small Jewish community consisted primarily of nonresident 
businesspersons. There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

In April a group of 50 Palestinian students protested and boycotted a conference presentation by an 
Israeli professor who was a guest speaker at the Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU). 
Approximately 50 Palestinian students opened banners during the conference reading, “Free 
Palestine,” “Terrorist Israel,” and held photos of suffering Palestinian children. The students did not 
shout or interrupt the conference but rather made their protests in silence with banners. Police and 
private security intervened and removed the students from the conference hall. Observers reported 
that there were approximately 1,000 Palestinian students studying at EMU. 

Czech Republic 

The country’s Jewish population numbers approximately 10,000. Public expressions of anti-
Semitism were rare, but small, fairly well organized right-wing groups with anti-Semitic views were 
active around the country. The Ministry of Interior continued to monitor the activities of such 
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groups, increase cooperation with police from neighboring countries, and shut their unauthorized 
rallies. 

In 2015 the Ministry of Interior recorded 47 criminal offenses with anti-Semitic motives, compared 
to 45 in 2014. During the same period, the Federation of Jewish Communities reported 39 anti-
Semitic incidents, including damage to property, spray painting of anti-Semitic slogans and Nazi 
symbols, threats, and harassment. The number of anti-Semitic articles written by Czechs on the 
internet, including incitement to violence against Jews, decreased from 191 in 2014 to 182 in 2015. A 
well-known anti-Semitic blogger continued his internet postings, including statements denying the 
Holocaust. In March he was put on probation and in April charged with incitement to hatred and 
Holocaust denial. The case was pending at year’s end. 

In July the Ministry of Culture designated a former Jewish cemetery in Prostejov as a cultural 
monument. The move invigorated a three-year effort, led by a foreign philanthropist, to restore the 
cemetery, which had been eradicated by the Nazis. After the war the site was turned into a public 
park. The local mayor opposed the restoration, claiming the park provided needed access to a 
nearby school and another part of the former cemetery was used for residential parking. 

Denmark 

The Jewish NGO community in Denmark estimated the Jewish population at between 6,000 and 
8,000 persons. 

In January a 16-year-old girl was arrested after police found bomb manuals and chemicals for 
making explosives at her residence. In March the girl was charged with preparing a terrorist attack 
against the Jewish private school in Copenhagen as well as another school. In addition, her friend, a 
24-year-old who had recently returned from fighting in Syria, was arrested for acquiring bomb-
making materials and plotting attacks on two additional schools. At year’s end both individuals were 
in custody and awaiting their final hearing. 

In February a council member from the Danish People’s Party, Mogens Camre, was fined 8,000 
kroner ($1,200) for tweeting anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim remarks. 

Concerns remained in the Jewish community regarding a growing movement to prohibit infant male 
circumcision. Some organizations and individuals, including members of parliament, continued to 
campaign to have the practice banned. 

Egypt 

The country’s Jewish community is tiny and dwindling. Criticism of Israel frequently reached the 
level of blatant anti-Semitism in public discourse. State-owned and private media used anti-Semitic 
rhetoric, including by academics, cultural figures, and clerics, with cartoons demonizing Jews. There 
were multiple reports of imams using anti-Semitic rhetoric in their sermons. Societal anti-Semitism 
was widespread. 
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In March Members of Parliament (MPs) used MP Tawfik Okasha’s meeting with the Israeli 
ambassador to vote to strip Okasha of his membership. MP Kamal Ahmed struck Okasha in the 
head with a shoe on the floor of parliament--an act that he said was a “message to Netanyahu and all 
Zionists.” 

In May and June, the government-owned newspaper al-Ahram published a series of anti-Semitic 
articles, accusing Jews of “plotting to enslave the world,” “claiming that their religion is the only 
religion,” “inventing atheism,” “leading countries to religious and political extremism,” and staging 
an “economic takeover of the world.” Most of these allegations of “evil” referenced the long-
debunked Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

In July professor and political activist Mamdouh Hamza posted a series of tweets in which he 
expressed his opposition to a rumored proposed law to sell Egyptian citizenship. Hamza said he 
feared Jews who had been forced out of the country in the 1950s and 1960s might return to 
“overturn Egyptian laws” and “confiscate” land. Media amplified Hamza’s statements. 

For the sixth consecutive year, authorities cancelled the Abu Hassira celebrations scheduled for 
January, preventing an annual Jewish pilgrimage, which in previous years had included many Israelis, 
to the shrine of 19th-century scholar Rabbi Yaakov Abu Hassira. The cancellation followed a 2014 
administrative court decision to ban the festival permanently, stating the festival was a “violation of 
public order and morals” and “incompatible with the solemnity and purity of religious sites.” 

An appeal continued in the 2014 case of 37 Islamists sentenced to death and 492 others to life 
imprisonment whom a Minya criminal court described as “demons” who followed Jewish scripture. 
The court also described the men as “enemies of the nation” who used mosques to promote the 
teachings of “their holy book, the Talmud.” The court had sentenced them for involvement in acts 
of violence, breaking into and burning a police station, burning police vehicles, stealing weapons, 
killing one police officer, and attempting to kill another in Minya in 2013. Authorities scheduled the 
next hearing for January 4, 2017. As of September, 183 of the defendants were in custody pending 
appeal. 

Estonia 

The Jewish community numbered an estimated 2,500 persons. In August the Jewish community 
reported that unknown persons drew swastikas on the Holocaust monument in Harju County. 
There were no other reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

On January 27, the government held an annual memorial event on Holocaust Remembrance Day at 
the Rahumae Jewish Cemetery in Tallinn. Schools participated in commemorative activities 
throughout the country. On January 29, the Ministry of Education and Research in cooperation with 
the Estonian NATO Association and other organizations sponsored a seminar for history and civics 
teachers from across the country to introduce them to best practices in the classroom for Holocaust 
commemoration. The event took place in the Museum of Occupations. 
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Finland 

According to Statistics Finland, in 2015 the Jewish community numbered 1,133 persons, most living 
in the Helsinki area. 

The website Magneettimedia, known for its anti-Semitic content, continued to post discriminatory 
statements online during the year. The site’s publisher denied that the website was anti-Semitic, 
instead calling it “critical of the Zionist elite” that included “both Christians and Jews.” In July it 
posted an article, “Nelson Mandela--Terrorist,” that contained many anti-Semitic aspersions. 

France 

There were approximately 550,000 Jewish residents in the country. 

NGO and government observers reported numerous anti-Semitic incidents during the year, 
including physical and verbal assaults and attacks on synagogues, cemeteries, and memorials. On 
December 2, former interior minister Cazeneuve announced a significant decrease in anti-Semitic 
acts committed between January 1 and October 31. The statistics, based on complaints filed with 
police and gendarmes, showed the number of anti-Semitic acts (including threats and attacks) 
dropped by 61 percent compared with the same period in 2015. 

Both the Ministry of Interior and the Jewish Community Protection Service’s annual report cited 
808 anti-Semitic incidents in 2015, compared with 851 in 2014. Although they made up only one 
percent of the country’s population, Jews were the target of approximately 40 percent of hate 
crimes. According to press reports, anti-Semitism was causing a growing number of French Jews to 
leave their suburban homes and move to Paris. The mayor of Sarcelles, a Paris suburb, reportedly 
stated that he became aware of “a phenomenon of internal migration” approximately five or six 
years earlier and claimed that it was getting worse. 

On January 11, a 15-year-old Turkish teenager of Kurdish origin stabbed a 35-year-old Jewish 
teacher with a machete in the southern city of Marseille. The attack took place as the teacher, who 
was wearing a yarmulke, was on his way to work at the Franco-Hebraic institute. The assailant 
injured the teacher slightly before being stopped and arrested by the police 10 minutes later. On 
January 13, the teenager was formally charged with “attempted murder on the grounds of religion 
and terrorist sympathizing” and placed in pretrial detention. 

During the year the French cartoonist Zeon, who had a reputation for anti-Semitic and anti-Israel 
artwork, won the second International Holocaust Cartoon Contest sponsored by the Iranian 
newspaper Hamshahri in Tehran. His cartoon depicted the entry gate of a Nazi death camp atop a 
cash register with “six million” in cash inside. The National Bureau for the Vigilance against Anti-
Semitism filed a lawsuit against Zeon for displaying anti-Semitic posters in various places around in 
Paris in 2011. On November 10, he appeared before the Paris criminal court. 

President Hollande and other government leaders condemned anti-Semitism during the year. 
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In January 2015 Amedy Coulibaly killed four Jewish hostages and critically injured four others at a 
supermarket in Paris before being killed by police. As of January, seven men had been formally 
charged and placed in pretrial detention for their alleged links to Coulibaly. According to the 
Ministry of Interior, as of January, 12,000 sites were protected by security forces across the country, 
26 percent of them Jewish. 

In March the mayor of Montpellier, Philippe Saurel, joined Mayors United against Anti-Semitism, an 
initiative calling on municipal leaders to publicly address and take concrete actions against anti-
Semitism. Other participating cities included Paris, Toulouse, Strasbourg, Bordeaux, Nice, and 
Nancy. 

Georgia 

Observers estimated the Jewish community to be no more than 6,000 persons. There were no 
confirmed reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

Germany 

Observers estimated the country’s Jewish population to be almost 250,000, of whom an estimated 
90 percent were from the former Soviet Union. There were 110,000 registered Jewish community 
members. Manifestations of anti-Semitism, including physical and verbal attacks, occurred at public 
demonstrations, sporting and social events, and in certain media. Apart from anti-Semitic speech, 
desecration of cemeteries and Holocaust monuments represented the most widespread anti-Semitic 
acts. The federal government attributed most anti-Semitic acts to neo-Nazi or other right-wing 
extremist groups or persons. Jewish organizations also noted an increase of anti-Semitic attitudes 
among some Muslim youth. 

The FOPC’s annual report stated that the number of right-wing and violent anti-Semitic incidents 
declined from 31 in 2014 to 29 in 2015. On International Holocaust Remembrance Day, January 27, 
unknown perpetrators knocked down six gravestones in a Jewish cemetery in the town of Kropelin, 
near Rostock. On about February 2, vandals in Berlin defaced with gray paint “stumbling block” 
memorials, small brass blocks set into sidewalks marking the last home of Jewish victims of the 
Holocaust. 

The FOPC noted that membership in skinhead and neo-Nazi groups remained steady at 
approximately 6,000 persons. Federal prosecutors brought charges against suspects and maintained 
permanent security measures around many synagogues. 

In February a local appeals court affirmed that the action of two men who threw Molotov cocktails 
at the main synagogue in Wuppertal was “anti-Israeli” and not “anti-Semitic.” Nevertheless, the 
unsuccessful appeal led to an increase in the probationary sentences to two years and one year and 
11 months for the two attackers. 

On February 7, Peter Schmalenbach, a board member of the right-wing populist Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) party and a resident of Neuwied in the state of Rhineland-Palatinate, posted anti-
Semitic slogans on his Facebook page. He removed the Facebook post shortly thereafter. 
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On July 5, the AfD caucus in the Baden-Wuerttemberg state parliament split into two caucuses after 
AfD Deputy Wolfgang Gedeon refused to dissociate himself from his anti-Semitic publications. 
Gedeon was accused of trivializing the Holocaust in several of his publications. The two caucuses 
reunited in October. 

Greece 

Local Jewish leaders estimated the Jewish community had approximately 5,000 individuals. Anti-
Semitic rhetoric remained a problem, particularly in the extremist press, social networking sites, and 
certain blogs. The Central Board of Jewish Communities (KIS) continued to voice concern about 
anti-Semitic attitudes among Golden Dawn party members, including those in parliament. KIS also 
reiterated concern about political cartoons and images in mainstream media mocking political 
controversies through the use of Jewish sacred symbols and comparisons to the Holocaust. 

In February a known anti-Semitic organization, Unaligned Meander Nationalists, posted internet 
photos of neo-Nazis performing the Nazi salute in front of swastikas, drawn with graffiti and 
slogans in the city of Patras. 

In March 19, activists monitoring anti-Semitic rhetoric and Holocaust trivialization criticized the 
minister for interior and administrative reconstruction as well as the main opposition party 
spokesperson for their March 18 statements comparing conditions in the unofficial refugee and 
migrant camp of Eidomeni in northern Greece to the Dachau Nazi concentration camp. 

On June 28, media reported that Athens police initiated an investigation into a June 10 vandalism 
incident at the Athens Holocaust Memorial in which unknown perpetrators wrote a word believed 
to be interpreted as “roasting.” 

On September 12, media reported swastika vandalism on the exterior walls of the historic synagogue 
of Ioannina. The Central Board of Jewish Communities condemned the attack. On September 14, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs also condemned the attack, describing it as a “hideous act” and 
stated that “this barbaric action offends the memory of Greek Jews and all our fellow citizens who 
were the victims of fascism and constitutes a direct attack on the values of the democratic Greek 
society.” 

Deputy Education Minister Theodosis Pelegrinis was criticized by opposition political parties after a 
September 15 speech in parliament where he stated that Jews exploited the Holocaust. He defended 
himself, saying his speech was misunderstood and that he expressed sympathy for what the Jews 
suffered. 

The mayors of Athens and Thessaloniki signed a declaration against anti-Semitism along with 60 
other European mayors. 

Hungary 

According to estimates from the World Jewish Congress, the Jewish population numbered between 
35,000 and 120,000 persons. 
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The Federation of Jewish Communities in Hungary (MAZSIHISZ) registered 19 incidents of anti-
Semitism during the first six months of the year, one of which involved physical assault, seven 
involved threats, six involved hate speech, and two involved vandalism. The registered physical 
assault was the killing of an Israeli tourist on April 22 in Tiszakecske. Police arrested a 21-year-old 
man from Kocser and a 19-year-old man from Lakitelek as suspects, and the case was pending at 
year’s end. According to MAZSIHISZ, there were 46 anti-Semitic incidents during 2015. 

The Brussels Institute, founded by TEV, continued to monitor anti-Semitism and registered 35 acts 
of anti-Semitism through the end of October, but no cases of physical abuse, compared to 52 anti-
Semitic incidents in 2015. 

On April 19, TEV published its 2015 annual report on domestic anti-Semitism, based on a survey 
conducted by the Median Opinion and Market Research Institute. The report concluded that 
approximately one-third of Hungarians harbored anti-Semitic views. The study accounted for both 
cognitive anti-Semitism (receptivity to stereotypes, misconceptions, and conspiracy theories) and 
affective anti-Semitism (emotional rejection of the Jews). The percent of extreme anti-Semites grew 
from 21 percent in 2014 to 23 percent in 2015, while the percentage of persons with moderately 
anti-Semitic views increased from 10 percent in 2014 to 12 percent in 2015. 

Law enforcement and judicial agencies continued to prosecute anti-Semitic incidents. During the 
first nine months of the year, police registered 542 cases of vandalism in cemeteries and religious 
buildings (including Jewish property). On June 29, two windows of the synagogue at Gyongyos were 
broken with rocks thrown from the street during daytime. No injuries were reported, but property 
damage amounted to 500,000 forints ($1,790). Police opened an investigation for vandalism the 
same day, which remained pending. 

On February 24, the Community of the Politically Convicted (CPC) organized the unveiling of a 
statue of wartime member of parliament Gyorgy Donath (1939-1944), an enthusiastic supporter of 
anti-Jewish legislation who was executed by the communist government in 1947 after a show trial on 
trumped-up charges. Several Jewish organizations and other NGOs protested the statue, which was 
located only a few blocks from the Holocaust Memorial Museum and Documentation Center. The 
district mayor’s office posted an invitation to the unveiling ceremony on its official website, and 
governing party officials were scheduled to speak at the event. Protesters prevented the unveiling 
ceremony, and the CPC removed the statue two days later in response to the public outcry. 

On August 18, the minister of the Prime Minister’s office, Janos Lazar, issued the Knight’s Cross of 
the Order of Merit, the state’s second-highest award, to Zsolt Bayer, a controversial Magyar 
Hirlap columnist, EchoTV anchor, and founding member of Fidesz, partly in recognition of his 
“exemplary work as a journalist.” On April 4, the Israeli ambassador to the country sent a letter of 
complaint to the chief editor of Magyar Hirlap, claiming that a series of Bayer’s articles “openly 
advocate anti-Semitic sentiments and incite against the Jewish People and the State of Israel.” The 
ambassador asserted that Bayer’s articles “not only relativize the Shoa (Holocaust), but also make 
general and false accusations against the Hungarian Jews, as if they are to be blamed for the 
Hungarian tragedies, which took place through the 20th century.” On May 17, the Media Council 
fined Magyar Hirlap and its website in connection with a Bayer article from November 2015 that was 
found to promote hatred and exclusion. 
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Intense domestic and international criticism followed the government’s decision to decorate Bayer. 
More than 100 former state award recipients returned their decorations in protest, many citing 
Bayer’s numerous openly anti-Semitic, anti-Roma, and otherwise racist publications. On August 25, 
Minister Lazar rejected the idea of withdrawing Bayer’s award and reiterated that certain aspects of 
his work covering the fate of persons who were imprisoned and perished in Soviet gulags merited 
state recognition (see also section 2.a., Freedom of Speech). 

Numerous extreme ethnic nationalist websites continued to publish anti-Semitic articles (see section 
2.a., Internet Freedom). 

According to NGOs, members of the extreme ethnic nationalist Jobbik Party continued to limit 
their previous practice of making public anti-Semitic statements. On March 30, the Debrecen Court 
of Appeals upheld the conviction of Tibor Agoston, Jobbik representative on the Debrecen city 
council, for violating the law prohibiting public denial of the crimes committed by national socialist 
or communist regimes. The court imposed a fine of 750,000 forints ($2,690) on Agoston for 
referring to the Holocaust as a “Holoscam” at a gathering in 2014. Agoston issued a public apology 
in August 2015. 

On September 9, the Living Memorial, a grassroots monument to commemorate the 600,000 
victims of the Holocaust in the country, was vandalized in Budapest’s Liberty Square. The 
perpetrators tore photographs and destroyed or stole items of remembrance left at the memorial. 
The destroyed or stolen items had only symbolic but not material value, according to the Living 
Memorial group, which filed a police report on the same day; police later closed the investigation, 
citing the lack of evidence of a crime. 

The governmental project to establish a new Holocaust museum, the House of Fates, remained 
pending during the year. The project manager, widely criticized for failing to consult with Jewish 
communities and Holocaust experts on the content of the exhibit, officially remained in position. 
Senior government officials repeatedly issued assurances that the museum would be opened only if 
Jewish community representatives reached consensus agreement on the content of museum exhibits. 

The president, the prime minister, cabinet members, and opposition politicians spoke of the 
culpability of the state and its officials for the Holocaust and attended events commemorating the 
Holocaust. On January 7, Prime Minister Viktor Orban visited the Shoes on the Danube Promenade 
Holocaust memorial monument and placed a candle. 

Iceland 

Officials estimated the Jewish community to be fewer than 100 individuals, and there is no 
synagogue or Jewish cultural center in the country. There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

India 

Jewish groups from the 4,650-member Jewish community cited no reports of anti-Semitic acts 
during the year. In May Minister of State for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi told members 
of parliament the central government did not have a timeline for declaring Jews as a minority 
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community. In June Maharashtra became the second state in the country to grant minority status to 
the Jewish community, which ensures Jews are separately counted by the census. 

Indonesia 

The Jewish population in Indonesia was extremely small. Some fringe media outlets published anti-
Semitic conspiracy theories. 

Iran 

The law recognizes Jews as a religious minority and provides representation in parliament. Siamak 
Moreh Sedgh is the Jewish Member of Parliament. 

Officials continued to question the history of the Holocaust, and anti-Semitism remained a pervasive 
problem. A cultural institute organized a third international Holocaust cartoon contest in May 
(authorities held the first in 2005 and the second in 2015). 

Iraq 

A small number of Jewish citizens (estimated at less than 100) lived in Baghdad, and there were 
unconfirmed reports that small Jewish communities existed in other parts of the country. There 
were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. In 2015 the KRG Ministry of Endowments and Religious 
Affairs opened a representative office for Kurdish Jews, which held the IKR’s first Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on May 10. According to unofficial statistics, there were 430 Jewish families in 
the IKR. 

Ireland 

According to the 2011 census, the Jewish community numbered 1,984 persons. In November there 
were media reports of a man facing charges of making threats to kill or cause serious harm. During 
an incident the man made anti-Semitic threats and behaved erratically. 

On January 24, the Holocaust Education Trust Ireland in association with the Department of Justice 
and Equality, the Office for the Promotion of Migrant Integration, and Dublin City Council 
organized a national Holocaust Day Memorial commemoration in which the prime minister, the 
foreign minister, other senior government ministers, and key public figures participated. 

Israel and The Occupied Territories 

Jews constituted approximately 80 percent of the population of Israel. The government often 
defined crimes targeting Jews as nationalistic crimes relating to the overall Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
rather than anti-Semitism. 
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In the Occupied Territories, approximately 386,000 Jewish settlers lived in the West Bank. The 
Jewish population in Gaza, aside from foreign nationals, was nonexistent. There were an estimated 
201,000 Jewish Israelis living in settlements in East Jerusalem. 

Rhetoric by some Palestinians and Muslim religious leaders included expressions of anti-Semitism 
and Holocaust denial. Anti-Israel sentiment was widespread and sometimes crossed the line into 
anti-Semitism in public discourse, including media commentary longing for a world without Israel 
and glorifying recent and historic terror attacks on Israelis. Following a string of attacks by 
Palestinians on Israelis in Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Israel beginning in October 2015, but 
decreasing beginning in April, Palestinian press and social media continued to circulate cartoons 
encouraging such attacks. 

At times the PA failed to condemn incidents of anti-Semitic expression in official PA traditional and 
social media outlets. 

In the Gaza Strip and West Bank, there were instances in which media outlets, particularly outlets 
controlled by Hamas, published and broadcast material that included anti-Semitic content, 
sometimes amounting to incitement to violence. 

Italy 

There were approximately 30,000 Jews in the country. Anti-Semitic societal prejudices persisted. 
Some extremist fringe groups were responsible for anti-Semitic remarks and actions, including 
vandalism and publication of anti-Semitic material on the internet. 

The Observatory on Anti-Semitism of the Foundation of Contemporary Jewish Documentation 
reported that on May 22, an unknown person punched a Jewish boy scout after shouting anti-
Semitic insults against a group of scouts in Milan. 

In its Spring 2016 Global Attitudes Survey released on July 11, the Pew Research Center reported that 
24 percent of respondents in the country held an unfavorable opinion of the Jewish minority, 
compared to 69 percent who held an unfavorable opinion of Muslims and 82 percent who held an 
unfavorable opinion of Roma in the country. The report primarily explored European public 
opinion related to migration and terrorism but highlighted negative perceptions of other minority 
groups across the continent. 

Anti-Semitic slogans and graffiti appeared in some cities, including Rome and Viareggio. Internet 
hate speech and bullying were the most common forms of anti-Semitic attacks, according to the 
Center for Jewish Contemporary Documentation. 

Jordan 

Aside from foreigners, there was no resident Jewish community in the country. Anti-Semitism was 
present in media. Editorial cartoons, articles, and opinion pieces sometimes negatively depicted Jews 
without government response. The national school curriculum, including materials on tolerance 
education, did not include mention of the Holocaust. 
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Kazakhstan 

Approximately 30,000 to 40,000 Jews lived in the country. Leaders of the Jewish community 
reported no incidents of anti-Semitism by the government or in society. 

Kosovo 

Approximately 50 Jewish persons resided in the country, according to the Jewish Community of 
Kosovo. On November 15, the Simon Wiesenthal Center in France issued a public letter to 
President Hashim Thaci that criticized the ready availability in the country of notorious anti-Semitic 
literature, allegedly translated into Albanian and published in Egypt by the Muslim Brotherhood. 
The Wiesenthal Center said it had lodged a complaint with the Ministry of Interior. On November 
30, President Thaci announced a decision to ban the sale and distribution of anti-Semitic books. As 
of December 14, no administrative action was taken to implement this decision. 

Kuwait 

There were no known Jewish citizens and an estimated few dozen Jewish foreign resident workers. 
Anti-Semitic rhetoric often originated from self-proclaimed Islamists or conservative opinion 
writers. These columnists often conflated Israeli government actions or views with those of Jews 
more broadly. Reflecting the government’s nonrecognition of Israel, there are longstanding official 
instructions to teachers to expunge from English-language textbooks any references to Israel or the 
Holocaust. The law prohibits companies from conducting business with Israeli citizens, including 
transporting them on their national airlines. 

Latvia 

The Central Statistical Bureau and the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs reported that 
there were 8,659 Jewish residents in the country. The Council of Jewish Communities estimated the 
Jewish population at between 6,200 and 11,000. There were no reports of anti-Semitic attacks 
against individuals, although some anti-Semitic incidents and public references to stereotypes 
persisted on the internet and in some right-wing fringe groups. In one instance a senior lawmaker 
claimed during a March 18 interview that “smart” Jews were using the current laws to avoid being 
charged with violating criminal code provisions on challenging national independence. 

The government condemned anti-Semitism and responded to anti-Semitic incidents. Jewish 
community representatives stressed their positive collaboration with government representatives and 
agencies. Jewish community representatives, government officials, and foreign diplomats attended 
the July 4 Holocaust commemoration ceremony in Riga. On November 29, President Raimonds 
Vejonis and Saeima speaker Inara Murniece spoke at a ceremony commemorating the 25,000 mainly 
Latvian and German Jews killed under the Nazi German occupation in November-December 1941. 
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Lebanon 

At year’s end there were approximately 100 Jews living in the country and six thousand registered 
Jewish voters who lived abroad but had the right to vote in parliamentary elections. 

The Jewish Community Council reported that acts of vandalism against the cemetery in Beirut 
continued during the year. Vandals also threw construction rubble and trash into the cemetery. The 
council reported the abuse to the security forces, but authorities took no action. Rooms, shops, and 
a gas station were built on the land of the Jewish cemetery in Tripoli, and a lawsuit was filed; 
however, authorities took no action by year’s end. 

The national school curriculum materials did not contain materials on the Holocaust. 

Libya 

Most of the Jewish population left the country between 1948 and 1967. Some Jewish families 
reportedly remained, but no estimate of the population was available. There were no known reports 
of anti-Semitic acts during the year. 

Liechtenstein 

The small Jewish community does not have an organizational structure. Approximately 30 
individuals belonged to the Jewish community during the year. There were no reports of anti-Semitic 
acts. 

Lithuania 

The Jewish community consisted of approximately 4,000 persons. There were reports of anti-
Semitic acts and vandalism throughout the year. For example, on April 28, a window of the 
Lithuanian Jewish community center was broken. On May 2, police opened a pretrial investigation 
into the incident. 

Anti-Semitic expression was especially evident on the internet. 

Police had instructions to take preemptive measures against illegal activities, giving special attention 
to maintaining order on specific historical dates and certain religious or cultural holidays. 

On February 16, the Lithuanian Nationalist Union held its annual march in Kaunas. Media estimated 
that 250-300 participants marched, fewer than in 2015. Police were present to monitor the event, 
and there were no reports of violence. As in past years, participants chanted the slogan “Lithuania 
for Lithuanians.” Some groups, including the Simon Wiesenthal Center, observed the march and 
reported the presence of Nazi-like symbols. 
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On May 5, the March of the Living took place at the Paneriai Memorial in Vilnius. The march 
retraced the route of residents of the Vilnius ghetto to the massacre awaiting them in the Paneriai 
Forest. 

On June 6, President Dalia Grybauskaite signed into law amendments to the country’s citizenship 
law to ensure Jews of Lithuanian descent and others were able to obtain citizenship. The law reduces 
bureaucratic obstacles by making it easier for applicants to prove their departure from the country 
prior to the Second World War. 

On August 5, Minister of Culture Sarunas Birutis signed a decree designating the Jewish cemetery in 
Snipiskes, Vilnius, as a cultural object protected by the state. 

In August and September, senior officials and thousands of citizens took part in ceremonies 
throughout the country to honor the memory of Lithuanian Jews massacred during the Holocaust, 
marking the 75th anniversary of the event. On August 29, President Dalia Grybauskaite led a 
remembrance ceremony at a mass murder site in the town of Moletai. In September the Lithuanian 
Human Rights Center installed memorials known as “stumbling stones” in the memory of 20 
Holocaust victims in Vilnius, Kaunas, Siauliai, and Panevezys. On September 23, a monument to the 
massacred children of the Vilnius ghetto was unveiled in the Brothers Garden of the city’s only 
Jewish school, the Sholom Aleichem Gymnasium. The same day Vice-Speaker of the Parliament 
Gediminas Kirkilas, Chancellor of the Government Alminas Maciulis and Minister of Defense 
Juozas Olekas participated in the annual commemoration ceremony at the Paneriai memorial site. 

Luxembourg 

The Jewish community numbered approximately 1,500 persons. There were no reports of anti-
Semitic acts. 

Macedonia 

The Jewish community estimated that 200 to 250 Jews lived in the country. There were occasional 
anti-Semitic incidents on internet portals. On the internet portal “Dudinka,” controversial journalist 
Milenko Nedelkovski twice posted disparaging comments vilifying the Jewish community. He 
alleged that the Ashkenazi controlled much of the world and depicted them as “ideologues, 
financiers and organizers of the Holocaust,” and as “creators of the perception that the Jews were 
the biggest victims of the Nazis.” 

Malta 

The Jewish community numbered approximately 120 persons. There were no reports of anti-Semitic 
acts. 
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Mexico 

According to the 2010 census, the Jewish community numbered approximately 67,000 persons, 90 
percent of whom lived in Mexico City. Jewish community leaders estimated there were closer to 
45,000 Jews in the country. The Jewish community experienced low levels of anti-Semitism, which 
primarily involved anti-Semitic rhetoric in the media. In May the Jewish community reported that a 
congressman used anti-Semitic language during a live radio interview to denounce the candidacy of a 
Jewish leader as an advisor to the Human Rights Commission in Mexico City. 

Moldova 

The Jewish community numbered between 15,000 and 25,000 persons, including 2,000 living in 
Transnistria. The Jewish community reported four acts of vandalism during the year. In March 
members of the synagogue in Orhei found their Torah scroll thrown to the floor and other religious 
objects desecrated. In another case, unknown individuals desecrated approximately 10 tombs in the 
Jewish cemetery in Soroca. An investigation of the incident was in progress at year’s end. 

Property restitution continued to be a problem for the Jewish community, and Moldovan legislation 
does not yet exist to address it. 

On July 22, parliament endorsed the Elie Wiesel Commission’s Report on Holocaust, issuing a 
statement condemning the extermination and persecution of Jews by Nazi German forces and their 
Romanian collaborators on the present-day territory of Moldova during World War II. The 
declaration also condemned attempts to deny or ignore the Holocaust and paid homage to its 
victims and survivors. 

Monaco 

The Jewish community numbered approximately 1,000 persons. There were no reports of anti-
Semitic acts. 

Montenegro 

There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts against the country’s small Jewish community, which 
numbered approximately 500 individuals. 

Morocco 

Community leaders estimated the size of the Jewish population at 4,000. Overall, there appeared to 
be little overt anti-Semitism. The government protects and supports the Jewish community. The 
government provided appropriate security and Jews generally lived in safety. The community noted 
that tensions escalated when there was rising hostility between Israel and the Palestinians, although 
reports of anti-Semitic acts were rare. 
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Netherlands 

The Jewish population in the Netherlands numbered approximately 30,000 persons. 

According to the NGO Center for Information and Documentation on Israel (CIDI), the country’s 
main chronicler of anti-Semitism, anti-Semitic incidents, including threats, verbal abuse, and the 
desecration of monuments and cemeteries, decreased during the year. The most common incidents 
took place in e-mails, on Twitter, and through other forms of social media. 

In April CIDI reported fewer incidents (126) in 2015 (the most recent available figures) than the 
year before (171) but qualified it as “still higher than normal…in a year without military intervention 
in Israel.” Fewer incidents of street harassment and e-mail harassment occurred. Incidents of 
vandalism (18) and physical violence (6), however, were considered relatively high. Twice as many 
incidents (10) of anti-Semitic chanting during soccer matches occurred than during the prior year. 
Persons who were recognizable as Jewish because of dress or outward appearance, for instance 
wearing a yarmulke, were targets of direct confrontations. 

For example, in a dispute over produce delivery July 24, a supplier expressed his anger by saluting 
Hitler and knocking down a Jewish customer, subsequently breaking his wrist. The man did not file 
a police complaint. 

In May, CIDI filed complaints with police against soccer fans chanting anti-Semitic remarks. 

In 2015 the government-sponsored, editorially independent Registration Center for Discrimination 
on the Internet (MDI) of the Netherlands also reported a significant decrease in anti-Semitic 
expression. The center received 142 reports of anti-Semitism on the internet (15 percent of the total 
discrimination incidents it recorded), compared with 328 reports in 2014. The National Registration 
Center for Punishable Discrimination on the Internet also recorded fewer incidents, including 46 in 
2015 (7 percent of the total number of discrimination incidents recorded). 

The MDI noted that anti-Semitic material appeared not only on websites of right-wing extremists 
but also among the ultra-left and pockets of the Muslim community. The center noted that criticism 
of Israel’s policies and appeals to boycott the country readily turned into anti-Semitism, Holocaust 
denial, and expressions of wishing Jews dead. 

The National Discrimination Expertise Center (LECD) of the Netherlands coordinated the 
prosecution of cases of discrimination and hate speech, including inciting religious hatred. In 2014, 
the most recent year for which figures were available, the LECD registered 174 incidents, including 
52 anti-Semitic ones. Indictments were issued in 59 percent of all cases, resulting in convictions in 
90 percent of the cases. The most common sentences were fines and community service. 

Jewish leaders and other political contacts reported an increased, palpable sense of fear among many 
in the Jewish community and relayed anecdotes of Jews, including schoolchildren, facing harassment 
and intimidation when wearing religious symbols in public areas in Amsterdam and elsewhere. 

The government of the Netherlands updated its national action plan to counter discrimination, 
which also included specific measures to counter anti-Semitism. In order to counter tension in 
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society over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the government fostered cooperation between key 
figures in the Jewish and Muslim communities, promoted debate among Muslim youth with the goal 
of advancing diversity and tolerance, and stressed the importance of education to support 
fundamental values. The government formed agreements with major social media organizations 
such as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube to counter discrimination on the Internet. The 
government also established measures in consultation with stakeholders to counter harassing and 
anti-Semitic chanting during soccer matches. 

Government ministers regularly met with the Jewish community to discuss appropriate measures to 
counter anti-Semitism. The government worked with youth and other relevant NGOs on several 
projects, including making anti-Semitism a subject of discussion within the Turkish community, 
organizing roundtables with teachers on anti-Semitic prejudice and Holocaust denial, holding 
discussions with social media organizations on countering anti-Semitism among Islamic youth, 
promoting an interreligious dialogue, and renewing a public information campaign against 
discrimination and anti-Semitism. The MDI also completed a “counterspeech” campaign on the 
internet to repudiate online anti-Semitic allegations and Holocaust denial. 

The Jewish populations in the Dutch Caribbean were small. There were no official or press reports 
of anti-Semitic acts. 

New Zealand 

The Jewish community numbered approximately 7,000, according to the 2013 New Zealand Census. 
Anti-Semitic incidents were rare. 

Norway 

There were approximately 1,500-2,000 Jews in the country, 747 of whom belonged to Jewish 
congregations. Jewish Community leaders reported the public generally supported the community. 

Anti-Semitism was bundled with other hate crimes in the country’s statistics. Police stated that the 
number of anti-Semitism cases was too low to warrant a separate reporting mechanism. 

On October 2, the government released an 11-point action plan to counter anti-Semitism in society. 
The plan emphasized training and education programs, research on anti-Semitism and Jewish life in 
the country, and efforts to safeguard the country’s Jewish culture. It also adopted anti-Semitism as a 
separate category of hate crime in police statistics. 

Oman 

There was no indigenous Jewish population. There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts, incidents 
against foreign resident Jews, or public statements by community leaders or officials. 
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Pakistan 

There is a very small Jewish population in the country. Anti-Semitic sentiments were widespread in 
the vernacular press. Hate speech broadcast by traditional media and through social media 
derogatorily used terms such as “Jewish agent” and “Yahoodi” to attack individuals and groups. 

Poland 

The Union of Jewish Communities estimated the Jewish population at approximately 20,000. Anti-
Semitic incidents continued to occur, often involving desecration of significant property, including 
synagogues and Jewish cemeteries. Hate speech remained a problem, as in July when Ryszard Petru, 
the non-Jewish leader of the Nowoczesna (Modern) political party received an anti-Semitic death 
threat. 

In July comments by Minister of Education Anna Zalewska appeared to deny Polish responsibility 
for the 1942 Jedwabne and 1946 Kielce pogroms. Government officials described her remarks as 
unfortunate and misunderstood, stating Minister Zalewska in a subsequent print media interview 
acknowledged Poles had committed both atrocities. Nevertheless, critics argued the minister’s 
comments reflected government actions that politicized a period of Polish history that demands an 
accurate and objective reckoning. 

On February 17, a Radio Maryja commentator made anti-Semitic comments during a broadcast. On 
July 7, the National Radio and Television Broadcasting Council sent a letter to the head of the 
Redemptorist Order in Warsaw criticizing Radio Maryja for broadcasting anti-Semitic remarks and 
requesting the radio station not promote anti-Semitic and discriminatory content. 

Xenophobic behavior and demonstrations sometimes occurred during sporting events. On August 
19, 50 Lodz Widzew sports club soccer fans held a banner over a bridge that read, “19.08., today the 
Jews got a name. Let them burn,” followed by an obscenity. The fans then burned three effigies 
representing Jews. By the end of September, authorities were investigating but had taken no action 
against any of the fans involved. 

On September 28, the Wroclaw local court began a trial of a man who burned an effigy of an 
Orthodox Jew during a November 2015 anti-immigrant march in Wroclaw. On November 21, the 
court sentenced the man to 10-months’ imprisonment for public incitement to hatred on religious 
grounds, despite the prosecutor’s request for 10-months’ community service. At year’s end, the 
sentence was under appeal. 

In April, two individuals who destroyed 24 tombstones at a Jewish cemetery in the town of Bielsko-
Biala in November 2015 pleaded guilty. 

In January, Holocaust survivors, politicians, and religious leaders gathered to mark International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day and commemorate the 71st anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. In July, President Andrzej Duda spoke at the 70th anniversary 
commemoration of a massacre of Jews in Kielce. 
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Portugal 

Estimates placed the Jewish community at 3,000-4,000 persons. On November 18, the restaurant 
Cantinho do Avillez was vandalized. The restaurant’s owner, Jose Avillez, was participating in a 
dining festival in Tel Aviv at the time. The perpetrators, believed to be activists of the Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel, spilled red paint on the facade of the 
restaurant and posted signs reading: “Free Palestine,” “Avillez collaborates with Zionist 
occupation,” and “Entree: A dose of white phosphorus.” The attack followed picketing opposite the 
restaurant by BDS activists over the participation of chef Avillez and at least 11 other chefs from 
dining establishments around the world in the festival from November 6-26. Although Avillez stated 
that he would not file a formal complaint, the PSP investigated the incident because vandalism is 
considered a public crime. 

After the country passed a law in March 2015 granting descendants of Jews forced into exile 
centuries ago the right to citizenship, the government naturalized 292 applicants for citizenship, 
mostly from Turkey (50 percent) and Israel (31 percent). Each application was vetted by the 
institutions of the Jewish community in Lisbon or Porto, which are responsible for checking existing 
documentation of the applicants’ ancestors and making recommendations to the government. 

Qatar 

The country does not have an indigenous Jewish community. In June the daily al-Sharq published an 
anti-Semitic poem titled “The Plot of the Jews” that accused Jews of spreading corruption and 
plotting against Muslims. 

Romania 

According to the 2011 census, the Jewish population numbered 3,271. Acts of anti-Semitism 
occurred during the year. 

The law prohibits public denial of the Holocaust and fascist, racist, and xenophobic language and 
symbols, including organizations and symbols associated with the indigenous Legionnaire interwar 
fascist movement. The oppression of Roma as well as Jews is included in the definition of the 
Holocaust. In the first half of the year, out of 12 cases pertaining to this law, prosecutors dismissed 
11 and waived criminal prosecution in the remaining case. 

Streets, organizations, and even schools or libraries continued to be named after persons convicted 
for war crimes or crimes against humanity, according to the Elie Wiesel Institute for the Study of the 
Holocaust in Romania. Authorities allowed demonstrations that promoted the Legionnaire 
movement. The memorial exhibition “Ion Gavrila Ogoranu--Present!” was displayed in May in the 
central University Square of Bucharest and in the Alba Iulia National Museum. Ogoranu was a 
leader of anticommunist resistance in the first years of communism, but prior to that he was a 
member of the Legionnaire movement. The exhibition presented his Legionnaire past as part of an 
“exemplary biography.” Material promoting anti-Semitic views and glorifying Legionnaires also 
appeared in media, including on the internet. 
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On April 14, the National Bank of Romania issued a set of commemorative coins honoring three 
former bank governors. One of them, Mihail Manoilescu, who led the bank for several months in 
1931, was also an active advocate of fascist ideology and anti-Semitism before World War II. The 
Wiesel Institute strongly protested the issuance of the coin. The bank stated it did not want to 
offend anyone and that the coin issuance concerned only Manoilescu’s activity as bank governor. 
The bank did not withdraw the coin but did meet with representatives of a foreign government to 
discuss how to better vet individuals who might be remembered in the future. 

On April 8, a Bucharest bookstore hosted the launch of a book denying the Holocaust by Vasile 
Zarnescu, a retired SRI officer, titled The Holocaust--the Diabolical Scarecrow--Money Extortion for the 
Holocaust. In a media interview, Zarnescu stated that he was tasked by SRI in the 1990s to write and 
publish under a pseudonym articles against the “propaganda and actions” of Jewish community 
leaders. He wrote one specific piece against then chief rabbi Moses Rosen, who he called “anti-
Romanian” for monitoring the media to track anti-Semitism. The Center for Monitoring and 
Combating Anti-Semitism filed a complaint with the prosecutor’s office over Holocaust denial. 

In July police learned that a monument in Brasov County commemorating seven members of the 
military (six Israelis and one Romanian) who died in a helicopter training exercise in 2010 was 
defaced with swastikas, graffiti, and a pig. 

A survey by the Center for Public Opinion Polls, commissioned by the Wiesel Institute and released 
in July 2015, found that, while 73 percent of the 1,016 adults surveyed had heard of the Holocaust, 
only 34 percent accepted as fact that the Holocaust had occurred in the country. Approximately 69 
percent of the respondents blamed the Holocaust on Nazi Germany, while 19 percent considered 
the wartime government of general Ion Antonescu responsible. Of the respondents, 54 percent 
considered Antonescu a hero. The survey had a margin of error of 3 percent. The respondents were 
18 and older. 

In December 2015 the CNCD fined Serban Suru, the self-proclaimed leader of the Legionnaire 
movement, 2,000 lei ($490) for publishing on his Facebook page an anti-Semitic caricature 
representing the Wiesel Institute’s director. In the caricature, the director represented “Jewish 
Nazism” by carrying “anti-Romanian laws” in his bag, with a reference to amendments to Holocaust 
denial legislation that included the prohibition of Legionnaire symbols and organizations. 

The government continued to implement the recommendations of the International Commission on 
the Holocaust in Romania Report of 2004. High-level officials, such as the president, made public 
statements against anti-Semitism. In July the Romanian Jewish Federation, together with the 
Bucharest District 3 mayor’s office, inaugurated a monument dedicated to the martyrs of the 
Bucharest Pogrom of January 1941. The Wiesel Institute continued to organize training courses for 
teachers and other professionals on the history of the Holocaust. In September the government 
approved the Wiesel Institute’s hiring of three people to organize the creation of a future museum 
on the history of Jews. The general mayor of Bucharest agreed to make a building available to house 
the museum. 

During the year the country held the annual chairmanship of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance. On May 26 the Plenary of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance voted by consensus to adopt a legally nonbinding working definition of anti-Semitism. 
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The government introduced mention of the Holocaust in the country in its seventh-, eighth-, 10th-, 
and 12th-grade curricula. The curricula did not include a class on the topic as part of the general 
history curricula, however. The high school course “History of the Jews--the Holocaust” remained 
optional, and very few schools offered it. 

Russia 

The 2010 census estimated the Jewish population at just over 150,000. In February 2015, however, 
the president of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia stated that the actual Jewish 
population was nearly one million. 

A number of leading figures in the Jewish community reported the level of anti-Semitism in the 
country was decreasing and that anti-Semitism was primarily manifested in anti-Semitic rhetoric on 
state television channels. There was also anti-Semitism reported in the security services, and anti-
Semitic literature could be found distributed around the country. 

According to a report by the Kantor Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewry at Tel 
Aviv University, eight cases of aggressive anti-Semitism were recorded in the country in 2015. The 
Kantor Center also noted, however, that anti-Semitism in the country was mainly expressed in the 
form of propaganda. The center identified the newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda and the state-funded 
RT television network as a “main stage for virulent anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli propaganda.” The 
conflict between Russia and Ukraine in particular led to a rise in anti-Semitic propaganda, with “each 
side blaming the other for using it as a political tool.” 

Rabbi Alexander Boroda, president of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia, condemned 
as anti-Semitic the RT channel’s June 27 airing of Palestinian allegations that an Israeli rabbi 
approved the poisoning of Palestinian wells. In June the SOVA Center reported on a series of anti-
Semitic articles published in Saratov that attempted to discredit stories of Jewish heroism during the 
Second World War and arouse hostility towards Jews. 

On April 10, Vladislav Vikhorev, a candidate for Putin’s United Russia party, who was campaigning 
for a seat in the Chelyabinsk Oblast legislative assembly, was quoted by the news 
website Apostroph as stating that Jews in the 1990s were behind a “Jewish revolution that put Russian 
sovereignty itself on the brink of extinction.” He claimed Jews had “a well-planned, well-designed 
program of destruction of national culture, national education, national production, and the national 
financial system.” In response, Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar called on the government to stamp out hate 
speech against Jews. The local election committee issued Vikhorev a warning but allowed him to 
maintain his candidacy. 

On October 2, police arrested a man who attacked a synagogue in Moscow, injuring a guard and 
attempting to set fire to the building while shouting anti-Semitic slogans. 

On June 12, in one of a series of attacks on social media network users of VKontakte, unidentified 
men attacked a VKontakte employee known for his occasional antigovernment posts. The attackers 
broke three of his fingers and called their victim a “traitor,” a “Jew,” and a member of the “fifth 
column”--a term frequently used by Russian state media to describe the opposition. 
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In November the Levada Center published a survey, conducted in Russia in 2015, indicating that 8 
percent of respondents expressed negative feelings about Jews, compared with 13 percent in 1992 
and 16 percent in 1997. 

Nationalist marches on November 4 included banners in support of national socialism along with 
imagery and slogans that were implicitly linked to Nazism. 

The government investigated anti-Semitic crimes, and some courts placed anti-Semitic literature on 
the Ministry of Justice’s list of banned extremist materials. 

San Marino 

The Jewish population is small. There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts during the first seven 
months of the year. 

Saudi Arabia 

There were no known Jewish citizens and no statistics available concerning the religious 
denominations of foreigners. 

Cases of government-employed imams using anti-Jewish language in their sermons were rare and 
occurred without authorization by government authorities. The law requires government-employed 
imams to give all sermons delivered in mosques in the country. They must deliver sermons vetted 
and cleared by the Ministry of Islamic Affairs. During the year the ministry issued periodic circulars 
to clerics and imams in mosques directing them to include messages on the principles of justice, 
equality, and tolerance and to encourage rejection of bigotry and all forms of racial discrimination in 
their sermons. According to the ministry, no imams publicly espoused intolerant views warranting 
dismissal during the year. Unauthorized imams continued to employ intolerant views in their 
sermons. 

There were reports of anti-Semitic materials available at government-sponsored book fairs. 

The government’s multi-year Tatweer project to revise textbooks, curricula, and teaching methods to 
promote tolerance and remove content disparaging religions other than Islam began in 2007. As of 
2013, the program had received more than 11 billion riyals ($2.9 billion) to revise the curriculum, 
and the government had developed new curricula and textbooks for at least grades four through 10. 
Despite these efforts, some intolerant material remained in textbooks used in schools. 

Editorial cartoons exhibited anti-Semitism characterized by stereotypical images of Jews along with 
Jewish symbols, particularly at times of heightened political tension with Israel. Anti-Semitic 
comments by journalists, academics, and clerics appeared in the media. 

Serbia 

According to the 2011 census, 787 persons in the country declared themselves to be Jewish. While 
the law prohibits hate speech, translations of anti-Semitic literature were available from 
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ultranationalist groups and conservative publishers. Anti-Semitic books were widely available in 
bookshops. Right-wing youth groups and internet forums continued to promote anti-Semitism and 
use hate speech against the Jewish community. 

Holocaust education continued to be a part of the school curriculum at the direction of the Ministry 
of Education, including in the secondary school curriculum. The role of the collaborationist 
National Salvation government run by Milan Nedic during the Nazi occupation was debated. Some 
commentators continued to seek to minimize and reinterpret the role of national collaborators’ 
movements during World War II and their role in the Holocaust. The court case, brought by 
Nedic’s family, for his rehabilitation was in progress before the Higher Court in Belgrade. 

On January 27, the government organized an official commemoration of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, at which the country’s president spoke. The City of Belgrade, in cooperation 
with the Jewish Community of Serbia, commemorated Belgrade Holocaust Remembrance Day on 
May 10. 

Slovakia 

Jewish community leaders estimated, and the 2011 census data indicated, the size of the Jewish 
community at approximately 2,000 persons. 

Organized neo-Nazi groups with an estimated 500 active members and several thousand 
sympathizers occasionally spread anti-Semitic messages. 

In December 2015 the far-right LSNS party published a cartoon criticizing EU funding for the 
country that included an anti-Semitic caricature. An LSNS member elected to parliament in March 
wrote on social media that the Holocaust was a “fairy tale” and praised Hitler. While direct denial of 
the Holocaust was less common, expressions of support for the World War II-era Slovak fascist 
state, which deported tens of thousands of Jews, Roma, and others to death camps, occurred. 
Throughout the year, far-right groups organized small events to commemorate dates associated with 
the Slovak fascist state and its president, Jozef Tiso. On March 14 and April 19, the LSNS organized 
commemorations of the creation of the fascist Slovak state in 1939 and Tiso’s execution in 1947. 

The first museum dedicated to the Holocaust, built on the grounds of a former concentration camp 
in Sered, opened on January 26. On September 9, government officials, including Prime Minister 
Robert Fico, commemorated the Day of the Victims of the Holocaust and of Racial Violence at the 
Holocaust Memorial in Bratislava. 

Slovenia 

There were approximately 300 Jews in the country. Jewish community representatives reported 
some prejudice, ignorance, and false stereotypes of Jews propagated within society, largely through 
public discourse. There were no reports of anti-Semitic violence or overt discrimination. 

The government promoted antibias and tolerance education in primary and secondary schools, and 
the Holocaust was a mandatory topic in the history curriculum. 
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South Africa 

The South African Jewish Board of Deputies estimated the Jewish community at 75,000 to 80,000 
persons. There were reports of verbal abuse, hate speech, harassment, and attacks on Jewish persons 
or property. 

On July 11, four individuals were arrested and charged with “conspiracy and incitement to commit 
the crime of terrorism” after reportedly plotting to attack a foreign embassy in Pretoria and 
unidentified Jewish buildings. Charges against two of the four were subsequently withdrawn. 
Brandon Lee Thulsie and Tony Lee Thulsie, 24-year-old twin brothers, were charged with three 
counts of contravening the Protection of Constitutional Democracy Against Terrorist and Related 
Activities Act. According to the charge sheet, the brothers allegedly were linked to Da’esh and 
planned to set off explosives at a foreign embassy and Jewish institutions in the country. The case 
continued at year’s end. 

Spain 

The Jewish community numbers approximately 30,000 persons. The descendants of Sephardic Jews 
expelled from the country 500 years ago have the right of return as full Spanish citizens. 

According to Jewish community leaders and the NGO Movement against Intolerance, anti-Semitic 
incidents continued, including graffiti against Jewish institutions, although violence against Jews was 
rare. According to the Ministry of the Interior, there were nine cases of anti-Semitism in 2015 (0.68 
percent of all hate crimes), down from 24 in 2014. Government institutions promoted religious 
pluralism, integration, and understanding of Jewish communities and history, but their outreach did 
not reach all of the country’s autonomous regions. In March the Madrid municipal government 
joined the Declaration of United Mayors against Anti-Semitism, and the mayor of Madrid signed a 
declaration with the American Jewish Committee that requires the city to condemn anti-Semitism as 
well as to design school curricula explaining the Holocaust. 

The law considers denial and justification of genocide as a crime if it incites violence, with penalties 
that range from one to four years in jail. 

According to a report from the Observatory for Religious Freedom and Conscience, in 2015 there 
were 187 instances of religiously motivated violence, seven of which instances targeted Jews. 

On July 14, police arrested neo-Nazi bookshop keeper Pedro Varela for distributing books that 
promote hate and discrimination. He was released on a 30,000-euro ($33,000) bond. In an 
unprecedented ruling, promoted by the Hate Crimes Prosecutor of Barcelona, also in July authorities 
closed down Varela’s bookstore called Europa and his websites. For the first time ever, the court 
ruled on the criminal responsibility of a business entity. 

After a small village changed its name in 2014 from “Little Hill Fort of Jew Killers” to “Little Hill 
Fort of Jews,” repeated acts of vandalism, mostly anti-Semitic graffiti, appeared in the village. The 
mayor attributed the acts to far-right extremist groups outside of his village. 
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Sweden 

Leaders of the Jewish community estimated there were 20,000 to 30,000 Jews in the country and 
approximately 6,000 registered members of a Jewish congregation. The NCCP registered 277 anti-
Semitic crimes in 2015, compared with 267 in 2014, an approximately 4 percent increase. This was 
the highest number of anti-Semitic crimes since 2009 and included threats, verbal abuse, vandalism, 
graffiti, and harassment in schools. Anti-Semitic incidents were often associated with events in the 
Middle East and actions of the Israeli government, and Swedish Jews were at times blamed for 
Israeli policies. 

The most common forms were unlawful threats/harassment (46 percent), hate speech (37 percent), 
defamation (6 percent), and vandalism/graffiti (5 percent). Eight violent anti-Semitic hate crimes 
were reported in 2015, a decrease of 33 percent on the year. 

Authorities initiated an investigation in 55 percent of the cases reported in 2014; 45 percent were 
directly dismissed due to lack of evidence. Formal charges were brought in only 3 percent of the 
cases. 

In June the Board of State Aid to Religious Communities approved a grant of 1.2 million kronor 
($131,000) to Swedish Jewish congregations to improve their security. The grant was earmarked for 
the hiring of additional security guards. 

On May 31, a court in the southern city of Malmo convicted an 18-year-old man of a hate crime 
directed at a local Chabad rabbi. The perpetrator was fined 2,000 kronor ($219)--determined as a 
proportion of the man’s income--for the crime of “harassment with a hate crime motive.” In April 
2015 the perpetrator yelled profanities from a passing car at the rabbi and his family as they were 
walking to synagogue. The rabbi had previously reported at least 50 similar incidents to police since 
moving to Malmo in 2004. The case was the first in which harassment directed against the rabbi 
reached the courts. 

Police, politicians, media, and Jewish groups have stated that anti-Semitism has been especially 
prevalent in Malmo. The Simon Wiesenthal Center left in place its travel warning, first issued in 
2010, regarding travel in southern Sweden, because Jews in Malmo could be “subject to anti-Semitic 
taunts and harassment.” 

In June, five 15-year-old boys were fined for hate speech in the Ystad District Court for performing 
a Nazi salute in a photograph at school. The principal reported the incident to police. Two of the 
boys appealed the decision, citing the limited distribution of the photo. 

In August the Raoul Wallenberg Academy presented its national school project, “Every person can 
make a difference,” that sought to inform students about human rights and equality. 

The Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency continued to cooperate with religious communities on a 
national level to promote dialogue and prevent conflicts leading to anti-Semitic incidents. It 
continued to train police officers to detect hate crimes and visited high schools to raise awareness of 
such crimes and encourage more victims to report abuses. The government made available 
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information in several languages for victims of hate crimes and provided interpreters to facilitate 
reporting. Police hate-crime units existed throughout the country. 

Switzerland 

According to the Swiss Federation of Jewish Communities (SIG/FSCI), approximately 18,000 
Jewish individuals resided in the country as of November. The largest Jewish communities were in 
Zurich, Geneva, Lausanne, Basel, and Bern. 

In 2015 the SIG/FSCI recorded a marked decrease in anti-Semitic statements, acts, and online 
activity, which it attributed to the de-escalation of the Gaza conflict and greater social awareness 
from the widespread media coverage of the many anti-Semitic incidents and subsequent criminal 
investigations that occurred in 2014. The 2015 Anti-Semitism Report, produced jointly by the 
SIG/FSCI and the Foundation against Racism and Anti-Semitism, cited 16 anti-Semitic incidents 
(excluding anti-Semitic hate speech online) in the German-speaking part of the country in 2015, a 
quarter of the number in 2014. The report documented two physical assaults against Jews. 

In 2015 the Geneva-based Intercommunity Center for Coordination against Anti-Semitism and 
Defamation (CICAD) reported 164 anti-Semitic incidents in the French-speaking region, of which it 
deemed 11 serious. Although CICAD also recorded a decrease in anti-Semitic incidents, the report 
stressed that the number of documented incidents in 2015 was among the highest during its 12-year 
existence. The report also noted that the most anti-Semitic incidents occurred during January and 
February following the terror attacks in Paris and Copenhagen. According to local media reports, 
concerns within the Jewish community about the increased terror threat against Jews prompted the 
Federal Department of Defense, Civil Protection, and Sport to establish a working group to devise 
adequate protection measures for Jewish institutions. 

In January the public prosecutor’s office of the canton of Ticino initiated criminal proceedings 
against a police sergeant for posting pictures and quotes by Hitler and Mussolini on his Facebook 
page. The public prosecutor sentenced the man to a suspended monetary fine for inciting racism. 

In November the SIG lodged a police complaint against a neo-Nazi group for song lyrics calling for 
the death of Swiss Jews. The group had also issued death threats against leading Swiss Jews, among 
them SIG/FSCI President Herbert Winter, and targeted politicians and other public personalities. In 
October neo-Nazi groups held two concerts, one of which an estimated 5,000 far-right activists 
attended. 

As part of the national census, the Federal Council completed a five-year pilot project in 2015 to 
survey racist and discriminatory sentiments nationwide, including racism, anti-Muslim sentiment, 
anti-Semitism, xenophobia, and intolerance. Anti-Semitic attitudes remained stable throughout the 
test period, with one participant in 10 admitting to negative opinions about Jews in each of the 
biannual surveys. 
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Syria 

NGOs estimated fewer than 20 Jews remained in the country. According to the media and the 
Syrian American Council, in 2014 government forces destroyed the Eliyahu Hanabi synagogue, the 
country’s oldest, in an artillery attack on Jobar, a rebel-held neighborhood in Damascus. 
Government and opposition forces accused each other of burning and looting the Jobar synagogue. 

The national school curriculum did not include materials on tolerance education or the Holocaust. 

Tajikistan 

There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. The small Jewish community had a place of worship and 
faced no overt pressure from the government or other societal pressures. Emigration to other 
counties continued. 

Tunisia 

An estimated 1,500 Jews lived in the country. In March 2015, vandals destroyed the grave of 18th-
century Jewish sage Rabbi Masseoud Elfassi in Tunis. Media reported that motives for the vandalism 
were unknown but speculated it was the work of looters. After the incident President Caid Essebsi 
increased security around the cemetery and other Jewish sites and promised a European rabbinical 
body he would firmly protect the Jewish community and its institutions. 

On May 25, an annual Jewish pilgrimage took place on the island of Djerba. Local media estimated 
participation at 2,000-3,000 persons. The event took place without incident and included the 
participation of several government ministers. Leaders in the Jewish community and government 
publicly praised the pilgrimage as a sign of the excellent relationship between the Jewish and Muslim 
communities. 

Turkey 

Jewish residents continued to emigrate due to anti-Semitism. According to the Chief Rabbinate in 
Istanbul, the number of Jews in the country dropped to below 17,000 during the year, from 19,500 
in 2005. 

Jewish residents continued to express concern about anti-Semitism and increased terrorist threats in 
the country. 

In January vandals spray-painted graffiti on the Istipol Synagogue in Istanbul after a prayer service 
was held there for the first time in 65 years. The message, “Terrorist Israel, there is Allah,” appeared 
to link the Jewish community to Israeli policy. 

In February social media users accused a Yeni Safak columnist of collusion with Jews and called for 
his death after he publicly criticized the AKP during a television appearance. 
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After the March 19 Da’esh suicide bombing attack in Istanbul, Irem Aktas, AKP chairwoman for 
public relations and media in the city’s Eyup municipality, tweeted, “I wish that the wounded Israeli 
tourists were all dead.” Media reported that Aktas subsequently resigned from her position. 

In May the first Jewish wedding held in more than four decades at the newly renovated Grand 
Synagogue in Edirne triggered a deluge of anti-Semitic comments on social media. A popular video 
streaming service that offered a live feed of the wedding, some social media users wrote, “Kill the 
Jews” and “Such a pity that Hitler didn’t finish the job.” 

In August a columnist in the progovernment Yeni Safak newspaper linked July 15 coup plotters with 
Jews by claiming that the mother of Fethullah Gulen had a Jewish name. 

In December progovernment columnist Ersin Ramoglu wrote that Fethullah Gulen “can smell 
money and power instantly because he is a Jew.” He went on to link Jews to brothels and called 
them “liars expert at disguise.” 

Despite anti-Semitic comments by media and incidents of vandalism against the Jewish community, 
the government took a number of positive steps during the year. The country has commemorated 
Holocaust Remembrance Day (January 27) since 2011. In February the country marked the 74th 
anniversary of the sinking of the Struma off the country’s Black Sea coast, which led to the death of 
768 Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany. Istanbul’s governor and Jewish community leaders 
attended the commemoration. The Chief Rabbinate in Istanbul commended security measures taken 
by the government in response to reports of specific terror threats against Jewish schools during the 
year. 

Turkmenistan 

There were an estimated 200-250 Jews, mainly in Ashgabat, but there was no organized Jewish 
community. Human rights advocacy organization Crude Accountability reported several instances of 
anti-Semitic language on online pro-government news portals and in comment sections of online 
opposition news sources in reference to civil society activists and opposition journalists. 

Ukraine 

According to census data and international Jewish groups, an estimated 103,600 Jews lived in the 
country, constituting approximately 0.2 percent of the population. According to the Association of 
Jewish Organizations and Communities (VAAD), there were approximately 300,000 persons of 
Jewish ancestry in the country, although the number may be higher. Before Russian aggression in 
eastern Ukraine, according to VAAD approximately 30,000 Jewish persons lived in the Donbas. 
Jewish groups estimated between 10,000 and 15,000 Jewish residents lived in Crimea before Russia’s 
attempted annexation. 

Jewish community leaders reported that societal anti-Semitism was low, and authorities took steps to 
address problems of anti-Semitism when they arose. Institutional anti-Semitism was rare, and 
VAAD stated that attacks were isolated and carried out by individuals rather than organized groups. 
VAAD claimed that negative attitudes towards Jews and Judaism continued to be low, although 
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some individuals espoused anti-Semitic beliefs. VAAD believed that some attacks were provocations 
meant to discredit the government. In September the Jewish pilgrimage to the Uman burial site of 
Rabbi Nachman took place without significant incidents. On December 21, however, unknown 
individuals vandalized the site with a pig’s head and blood. Authorities opened an investigation into 
the incident and immediately condemned it. 

In July authorities named a street in Kyiv after former Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(OUN) leader, Stepan Bandera. In response according to press reports, more than 20 Ukrainian 
Jewish groups published a statement condemning, as a form of Holocaust denial, the naming of 
streets for leaders of the OUN and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA),. Some international 
scholars also objected. At the same time, authorities also named a street in Kyiv in honor of Janusz 
Korczak, a Polish-Jewish writer who had died in Auschwitz. 

According to the National Minority Rights Monitoring Group (NMRMG) supported by the Euro-
Asian Jewish Congress and VAAD, one case of suspected anti-Semitic violence was recorded during 
the year, compared to one case of anti-Semitic violence in 2015, four such cases in 2014, and four in 
2013. The NMRMG identified 18 cases of anti-Semitic vandalism during the year, as compared to 22 
in 2015 and 23 in 2014. Graffiti swastikas continued to appear in Kyiv and other cities. On January 
13, arsonists damaged a Jewish cemetery in Kolomiya, following similar attacks in 2015. On March 
4, unknown persons set fire to a wreath left by the Israeli minister of justice at the Babyn Yar 
memorial. On April 15, vandals defaced a monument to the Holocaust in Cherkasy. In May, on 
Israel’s national memorial day for the Holocaust, an unknown group of persons burned an Israeli 
flag at the Babyn Yar memorial. There were reportedly several anti-Semitic incidents targeting the 
memorial during the year. 

Senior government officials and politicians from various political parties continued efforts to 
combat anti-Semitism by speaking out against extremism and social intolerance and criticizing anti-
Semitic acts. On September 29, the government held a commemoration ceremony marking the 75th 
anniversary of the Babyn Yar massacre, during which 33,771 Jews were killed in two days during the 
Nazi German occupation. 

Ukraine (Crimea): According to Jewish groups, an estimated 10-15,000 Jews lived in Crimea, primarily 
in Simferopol. There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts. 

 
United Arab Emirates 

There is no indigenous Jewish community. There were no synagogues and no formal recognition for 
the very small foreign Jewish population (which constituted less than 1 percent of the population); 
the foreign Jewish community could conduct regular prayer services in rented space. Occasionally 
social media contained anti-Semitic remarks, and there was anti-Semitic material available at some 
book fairs including a few that operated with government oversight. 
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United Kingdom 

The 2011 census recorded the Jewish population of the UK as 263,346. Some considered this an 
underestimate, and both the Institute for Jewish Policy Research and the British Board of Deputies 
suggested that the actual figure was approximately 300,000. 

The NGO Community Security Trust (CST) published a half-yearly report in August that recorded 
557 incidents in the six months to June, an 11 percent increase in incidents compared with the same 
period in 2015. The CST stated, “This is the second highest incident total the CST has ever recorded 
for the January-June period, despite there being no discernible ‘trigger event’.” Anti-Semitic 
incidents in London recorded by the CST rose by 62 percent in the first six months of 2015 and 
2016. In contrast, in Greater Manchester the number of reported anti-Semitic incidents fell by 54 
percent. 

The CST believed a combination of factors, including prominent and sustained public debate about 
anti-Semitism; increased use of social media by anti-Semites; and a general rise in racism and 
xenophobia in wider society all contributed to the increase in incidents. Civil society contacts 
criticized the UK government’s inability to prosecute perpetrators of hate crimes successfully. 

During the year the Labour Party faced criticism for its members’ anti-Semitic acts and comments. 
In March the party suspended the membership of its vice-chairman in Woking, Surrey, for anti-
Semitic Tweets. MP Naz Shah was temporarily suspended in April for comments made on her 
Facebook page in 2015 before she became an MP: Under an outline of Israel that was superimposed 
on a map of the U.S. with the headline “Solution for Israel-Palestine conflict--relocate Israel into 
United States,” Shah commented, “Problem solved.” Shah apologized in Parliament for the 
comment and then apologized to the members of a synagogue in her constituency and in an opinion 
piece in the Jewish News. 

In April, Ken Livingstone, former MP and former London mayor, was suspended from the Labour 
Party for anti-Semitism. Livingstone, when asked about Shah, called her comments “rude” but said 
they were not anti-Semitic. He said it was important “not to confuse criticism of Israeli government 
policy with anti-Semitism.” He then suggested that Hitler was a Zionist, which led to his suspension. 

On October 3, Labour Party activist Jackie Walker was removed from her post as vice-chairman of 
Momentum, the campaigning group supporting Labour Party Leader Jeremy Corbyn, following 
remarks in which she criticized the International Holocaust Remembrance Day and 
counterterrorism security at Jewish schools, although Momentum claimed that she had not said 
anything anti-Semitic. Walker was also suspended from the Labour Party and then readmitted in 
May despite claiming that Jews were the “chief financiers” of the African slave trade, a proposition 
described by the Legacies of British Slave Ownership project at University College, London, as 
based on “no evidence whatsoever.” 

The Labour Party conducted two inquiries on anti-Semitism during the year. In February, Alex 
Chalmers, the cochairman of the Labour Club at Oxford University, resigned from his post because, 
he said, some on the club “have problems with the Jews.” After investigating this and other 
allegations, Baroness Janet Royall produced a report in May, which concluded that Oxford 
University Labour Club students had engaged in anti-Semitic acts. 
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In April, Corbyn announced the party would conduct an inquiry into anti-Semitism and other forms 
of racism perpetrated by members of the Labour Party, chaired by former Liberty Director Shami 
(now Baroness) Chakrabarti. Chakrabarti’s report in June concluded that the party was “not 
overrun” by anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, or other forms of racism, but that, “as with wider 
society,” there was evidence of “minority hateful or ignorant attitudes and behaviors festering within 
a sometimes bitter incivility of discourse.” It recommended a number of changes to the Labour 
Party’s disciplinary processes. The most controversial were that Labour members who are excluded 
from the party for anti-Semitism should not automatically be banned for life, and the proposal of a 
two-year statute of limitations for those members accused of “uncomradely conduct and language.” 
The Chakrabarti report was criticized for not referring to the Royal report. 

Many Jewish civil society groups called the Chakrabarti report a “whitewash” about anti-Semitism, 
although some Jewish leaders welcomed the recommendations that Labour Party members curb 
anti-Semitic language. In September a dispute arose over whether Chakrabarti was given the title of 
Baroness in exchange for writing the report. 

On October 16, Parliament’s Home Affairs Committee released a comprehensive, cross-party report 
on anti-Semitism in the UK, calling “on all political leaders to tackle the growing prevalence of anti-
Semitism.” It “notes the failure of the Labour Party consistently to deal with anti-Semitic incidents 
in recent years…” The report stated Corbyn’s “lack of consistent leadership” on anti-Semitism 
created “a ‘safe space’ for those with vile attitudes towards Jewish people.” The Home Affairs 
Committee’s report also criticized the president of the National Union of Students, Malia Bouattia, 
for failing to take sufficiently seriously the problem of anti-Semitism on university campuses. The 
Home Affairs Committee’s report expressed particular concern at the volume and viciousness of 
anti-Semitism online, including countless examples directed at MPs. 

To help address online hate crime more broadly, the Home Affairs Committee recommended that 
government and political parties adopt an amended definition of anti-Semitism aimed at promoting 
a zero-tolerance approach while allowing free speech on Israel and Palestine to continue. The 
committee stated that law enforcement and political party officials should consider the use of the 
word “Zionist” in an accusatory context inflammatory and potentially anti-Semitic. 

On August 28, 13 Jewish graves were destroyed in Belfast, Northern Ireland. The PSNI investigated 
eight youths who knocked over headstones and in some cases used hammers to destroy markers. 
Officials condemned the incident, and local authorities offered assistance to rectify the damage. 

Uruguay 

The Jewish Central Committee reported that the Jewish community had an estimated population of 
15,000. 

In March businessman and community leader David Fremd was stabbed to death in the city of 
Paysandu by a schoolteacher allegedly aligned with anti-Jewish movements. Police arrested Carlos 
Omar Peralta, and a judge indicted him for the murder of Fremd and religious hatred and requested 
a psychiatric evaluation. The psychiatric report stated Peralta’s mental condition could not make him 
legally responsible for the crime. He was committed to Vilardebo, a public mental-health hospital. 
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In January the government granted media networks time to broadcast a commemorative message 
for International Holocaust Day. In May the government’s Plan Ceibal program (digital connectivity 
for education) presented a project on the memory and legacy of the Holocaust. In November, 
President Tabare Vazquez participated in B’nai B’rith Uruguay’s annual commemoration of 
Kristallnacht. 

The Canelones municipality in the department of Canelones accepted a petition from the Jewish 
community to modify local cemetery regulations that require a minimum of 12 hours post mortem 
for burials. 

Uzbekistan 

There were no reports of anti-Semitic acts or patterns of discrimination against Jews. The Jewish 
community was unable to meet the registration requirements necessary to have a centrally registered 
organization, but there were eight registered Jewish congregations. Observers estimated the Jewish 
population at 10,000, concentrated mostly in Tashkent, Samarkand, and Bukhara. Their numbers 
continued to decline due to emigration, largely for economic reasons. 

Venezuela 

There were reports of societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or 
practice, including anti-Semitism. 

The Confederation of Jewish Associations in Venezuela (CAIV) estimated there were 9,000 Jews in 
the country. There were no confirmed reports of anti-Semitic acts by the government, but Jewish 
community leaders expressed concern about anti-Semitic statements made by high-level government 
officials, and they noted that many other anti-Semitic incidents occurred during the year. The 
government-sponsored website Aporrea.org often published editorials asserting Venezuelan Zionists 
were conspiring against the government. On February 15, El Hatillo Mayor David Smolansky 
denounced a break-in at his house, during which the vandals also left anti-Semitic graffiti. On May 1, 
the state-owned media outlet Telesur published an article accusing opposition National Assembly 
deputies of having ties to a right-wing Zionist conspiracy against Latin America. 

Yemen 

Approximately 50 Jews remained in the country; according to media reports, most residing in a 
closed compound in Sana’a after the Israeli Jewish Agency succeeded in transporting 19 Jews to 
Israel in March. The continuing conflict further weakened law enforcement and put the Jewish 
community at risk, and many fled the country as a result. Prior to the outbreak of conflict, the 
transitional government continued to protect the Sa’ada Jewish community in Sana’a and provided 
secure housing and a living stipend. 

Anti-Semitic material was rare. Prior to the conflict, many Yemenis were proud to sustain a small 
Jewish community, with some charities reportedly donating food and gifts during Jewish holidays. 
Media coverage of the country’s Jews was generally positive. The Houthi movement, however, 
adopted anti-Semitic slogans, including, “death to Israel, a curse on the Jews,” and anti-Israeli 
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rhetoric at times blurred into anti-Semitic utterances. Houthis continued to propagate such materials 
and slogans throughout the year, including adding anti-Israeli slogans and extremist rhetoric into 
elementary education curriculum and books. 

Members of the Jewish community are not eligible to serve in the military or federal government. 
Authorities forbid them from carrying the ceremonial Yemeni dagger. 


